[ 482 ] BSAVA CONGRESS 2019 PROCEEDINGS METHODS A retrospective epidemiological study was performed on the results of canine BAL submissions to three referral veterinary laboratories between July 2013 and July 2018. Data on signalment, microbial culture, and cytological findings were collected. Cases were excluded if insufficient information was available. Data was collated using Microsoft Excel and descriptive statistics were performed using GraphPad Prism.
RESULTS
2501 cases were collected from a 5 year period. Cases ranged in age from 1 to 17 years with a mean age of 7.87 years. 1735 (69%) of those cases had microbial culture performed, with 767 yielding a positive culture. 405 cases (16.2%) had a cytological diagnosis of neutrophilic inflammation with sepsis, 237 of which had a concurrent positive microbial culture result. 1100 cases had findings of neutrophilic inflammation with no overt signs of sepsis found. Bordetella spp., Beta haemolytic Streptococcus, Coagulase-positive Staphylococcus, Coliform spp., and Pasteurella spp. were the most frequent bacterial species isolated in cases of sepsis. Oropharyngeal contamination was found in 308 submissions, and 315 proved nondiagnostic. There was no significant difference in age or sex between disease groups.
STATEMENT (CONCLUSIONS)
Bacterial infection of the lower respiratory tract is a frequent finding, more commonly made via cytological signs of sepsis, rather than microbial culture. 
Core outcomes in feline Chronic

METHODS
Using a Delphi methodology, an anonymous, international panel of 73 stakeholders, including clinical experts, journal editors, regulatory agencies and cat owners, completed a series of online questionnaires to build consensus on the most important parameters to measure when treating cats with CKD. They were asked to rate the importance of parameters using Likert scales (1-9). Consensus was defined a priori as 80% of participants rating the parameter as 8 or 9. The study contained 3 rounds in total.
RESULTS
Response rate was between 78 and 95% across the first questionnaires, with 14 parameters reaching consensus for inclusion within the first round of the study. These included specific parameters from urine and serum tests, quality of life, survival time/renal survival end-point, IRIS stage and clinical examination.
STATEMENT (CONCLUSIONS)
This research highlights the outcomes which all stakeholders consider important when making treatment decisions for cats with CKD. Including this COS in future clinical trials will ensure results will be relevant to both first opinion and referral practice, strengthening the evidence base available for decision making.
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